
 

 

 

Protect Your Child’s Future Rally... 

Come Hear Experts In Their Fields Discuss 
The Common Core State Standards! 
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Additional Information & Yard Signs Available At:    www.ProtectYourChildsFuture.com                                                                            

   Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ProtectYourchildsFuture 
                                            Twitter: @ProtctYourChild 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For information on what you 
can do to counteract  
Common Core’s negative  
impact on our kids, go to: 

www.ProtectYourChildsFuture.com 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ProtectYourchildsFuture 

Twitter: @ProtctYourChild 

Yard Signs Available 

 

 

Who Developed Common Core Standards? 

Three Private Organizations in Wash., DC:  
the national Governor’s Association 
(NGA), The Council of Chief State School 
Officers (CCSSO), and Achieve, Inc. – All 
funded for this purpose by a fourth private 
organization, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. 

    Who selected the members of the 
Standards Development Work Groups? 

In the absence of official information, it 
seems that Achieve, Inc. and the Gates 
Foundation selected most of the key  
personnel to write the high school-level 
college-readiness standards. 

    W h o  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e                                  
S t a n d a r d s  W o r k  G r o u p  t h a t  w r o t e  
 t h e  c o l l e g e - r e a d i n e s s  s t a n d a r d s ?  

Chiefly test and curriculum developers from 
ACT, CB, Achieve, and NCEE. 

Mark Bauerlein, PhD. and Sandra Stotsky, 
EdD. (September 2012). How Common 
C o r e ’ s  E L A  S t a n d a r d s  P l a c e  
College Readiness at Risk. 
http://pioneerinstitute.org/download/how-
common-cores-ela-standards-place-college-
readiness-at-risk 
R. James Milgram, PhD. And Sandra Stotsky, 
EdD., (September 2013).  Lowering the Bar: 
How Common Core Math Fails to Prepare 
High School Students for STEM.  
http://www.pioneerinstitute.org/news/lowering-
the-bar-common-core-math-fails-to-prepare-
strdents-for-stem/ 
Sandra Stotsky, EdD., is Professor Emerita of 
Education at the University of Arkansas, where 
she has held the 21

st
 Century Chair in Teacher 

Quality.  She is credited with developing one of 
the country’s strongest sets of academic 
standards for K-12 students as well as the 
strongest academic standards and licensure 
tests for prospective teachers while serving as 
Senior Associate Commissioner in the 
Massachusetts Department of Education from 
1999-2003. She has also written several in-depth 
analyses of the problems in Common Core’s 
English language arts standards. She is the 
author of The Death and Resurrection of a 
Coherent Literature Curriculum:  What 
Secondary English Teachers Can Do (Rowman 
& Littlefield, June2012) See: 
http://www.uaedrefor.org/Sandra-stotsky/ 

 

Sunday, October 5th, 2014 
 

Kennedy Middle School 
W160N11836 Crusader Court 

Germantown, WI 53022 
(Enter Main Entrance by Flag Pole – Held in the Main Gym) 

Speakers and Q&A from 2-5 PM 

2:00 pm  Opening Statements   
  Brian Medved, President, Protect Your Child’s Future Inc.   

2:15pm Keynote Address 
Sandra Stotsky, Ed.D., National Validation Committee for the 
Common Core State Systemic Initiative 

3:00 pm Testing Anxiety 
Gary Thompson, Psy.D., Early Life Child Psychology & Ed. Center 

3:30 pm Data Mining/Opting Out of Assessments 
Jeff Horn, Ph.D., Data Scientist, Author 

4:00 pm Common Ground on Common Core: Building Effective Coalitions 
Kirsten Lombard, Ph.D., Publisher, Editor 

4:30 pm Open Panel Discussion and Q&A Session 
All Speakers 
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What are the chief deficiencies of 

Common Core standards? 

A. The standards are not internationally 

benchmarked per Sandra Stotsky, EdD., 2014. 

B. The standards are not research based. 

C. The standards are not rigorous. 

D. The primary grades standards are not 

developmentally appropriate. 

E. The standards omit high school mathematics 

standards that would prepare students for STEM 

careers. 

F. The ELA standards stress writing over reading. 

They dictate the ratio of fiction to nonfiction reading 

and favor the latter despite a complete lack of 

evidence that such a ratio contributes to better 

reading and writing skills. This idea is based on the 

amount of informational text vs story/fiction on current 

standardized tests and has no basis in pedagogy. 

G. The standards also reduce literary study in 

grades 6-12 and lack coordination between writing 

and reading standards. 

H. Most of Common Core’s reading standards are 

content-free skills. 

I. Common Core tests such as PARCC and Smarter 

Balanced require students to think like the test takers 

and share their subjective opinions. For ex., on a 

SB test, the student is expected to judge whether 

anecdotal evidence cited on a gov. website should be 

disregarded or treated as reliable information. 

J. Common Core’s standards are not “fewer, clearer, 

and deeper.” They often bundle several objectives 

into one statement and call it one standard. 

K. The Common Core math standards use an 

unproven approach to teaching Euclidean geometry 

and defer completion of Algebra 1 to grade 9 or 10. 

Who recommended 

these people as 

standards writers, 

and how much 

were they paid? 

The organizations that 

funded & developed 

the Common Core 

s t a n d a r d s w i l l 

not answer these 

questions. 

Who were members of the 

validation committee? 

On it were one high school English teacher, one 

mathematician, no high school mathematics 

teachers, some testing experts and school 

administrators, and many mathematics educators 

(people with doctorates in mathematics 

education, or in an education school, or who work 

chiefly in teacher education, and who usually do 

NOT teach college mathematics courses). The 

one mathematician (James Milgram, PhD.) and 

the one ELA standards expert (Sandra Stotsky, 

EdD.) on the committee declined to sign off on 

the standards. 

What was the real purpose of the 

validation committee? 

According to Sandra Stotsky, EdD., who served 

on the committee and refused to sign off on the 

standards, the real purpose was to have members 

sign a letter by the end of May 2010 asserting 

that the not-yet-finalized standards were 1) 

reflective of the core knowledge and skills in ELA 

and mathematics that students need in order to 

be college and career ready; 2) appropriate in 

terms of their level of specificity and clarity; 3) 

comparable to the expectations of other leading 

nations; and 4) informed by available research or 

evidence. 

Who was NOT 
represented on  

the Standards 

Development Work 

Groups? 

High school English and 

mathematics teachers,  

Engl ish pro fessors ,  

scient ists,  eng ineers ,  

parents, state legislators, 

early childhood educators, 

and state or local school 

board members. 

Are records of their meetings available to the public? 

No, although a video of an exchange between validation committee member Sandra Stotsky, 

EdD. and Jason Zimba, PhD., one of the drafters of the math standards who admits these 

standards are not designed for STEM careers or to get a student into a selective college, is 

viewable on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJZY4mh2rt8. These groups 

had no open meetings and have never provided access to any public comments or critiques 

they received. There is no way to confirm claims that these comments or critiques had 

influence on the drafting of the standards. . 

What did the developers of Common Core claim was the purpose 

of the validation committee? 

NGA and CCSSO created their own validation committee in 2009 (25 members initially) to 

evaluate the soundness, rigor, and validity of the standards they were developing. They have 

never provided a rationale for those they chose to serve on the validation committee. 

What were the qualifications of the people selected to write the grade-level standards? 

The lead writers for the grade-level ELA standards, David Coleman and Susan Pimentel, JD., have never taught reading or 

English in K-12 or at the college level. Neither majored in English as undergraduates or has a doctorate in English. Neither has 

published serious work on K-12 curriculum and instruction. At the time, they were unknown to English and reading educators 

and to higher education faculty in rhetoric, speech, composition, or literary study. Two of the lead grade-level standards- 

writers in mathematics did have relevant academic credentials but no K-12 teaching experience. Jason Zimba, PhD. was 

a physics professor at Bennington College at the time, while William McCallum, PhD. was (and remains) a mathematics 

professor at the University of Arizona. The only member of this three-person team who had K-12 teaching experience, Phil 

Daro, M.A. had majored in English as an undergraduate; he was also on the staff of NCEE. None of the math standard writers 

had ever developed K-12 mathematics standards before. 
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