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Addressing Opponent Misinformation 

"Right to Carry" license states are the most violent. 

According to the FBI's violent crime statistics for 2009 (most recent available), this is 
verifiably false. 6 of the top 25 most violent states are restrictive "may issue" or "no 
issue" states. 21 of the 25 states with the lowest violent crime rates are Right to Carry 
states. Notably, the ten states with the lowest violent crime rates are all Right to Carry 
states. It is misleading for opponents to pick and choose data because 40 of the 50 states 
have Right to Carry laws. 

More guns and more "Right to Carry" states will mean more crime. 

Since 1991, when violent crime peaked in the United States, the numbers of guns, gun 
owners, and Right to Carry states have risen to all-time highs, and at the same time the 
nation's murder rate has been cut in half, to a 47-year low through 2010 according to the 
FBI. Total violent crime has fallen to a 37-year low. I f more guns led to more crime, the 
violent crime rate would be at an all-time high, not a 37-year low. 

Protecting confidentiality of licensees is an attempt to hide future misconduct. 

The PPA provides for an annual report issued by DOJ that wi l l specify the number of 
licenses issued, denied, suspended and revoked and the specific reasons for the denial, 
suspension or revocation. PPA proponents support this provision because it wil l prove 
that Wisconsin's licensees are as trustworthy and responsible as those of other states. 

Fatal firearms accidents will increase if the PPA is enacted into law. 

As the number of concealed weapons licensees has risen to an all-time high, the nation's 
number of firearm accident deaths has fallen to an all-time low according to the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC). The most recent information shows 613 total annual deaths. 
This is startling in light of the fact that 80 million American gun owners keep nearly 300 
million firearms. Holstered handguns are very unlikely to be involved in an accident. 
Most firearm accidents occur when a person attempts to service a gun improperly. 



Florida's training model used in the PPA is insufficient for Wisconsinites. 

Florida is used as the model for the training provision in the PPA because it is the state 
with the most extensive experience associated with concealed weapons licenses and it 
wi l l disenfranchise fewer good citizens. Florida has issued 2 million licenses in the last 
26 years and only 168 have been revoked because of "firearms related crimes. " Most of 
these include non-violent acts such as unintentionally carrying firearms into prohibited 
places. This amounts to six revocations for firearms related crimes each year out of what 
is currently a pool of 800,000 active licensees. I f there were deficiencies associated with 
Florida's training provision, they certainly would have become evident by now. Of 
course, many other stats have also adopted the Florida training model throughout the 
years. There are also nine Right to Carry license states that have no training mandate 
whatsoever. For Florida's statistical report, see: 
http://licqweb.doacs.state.fl.us/stats/cw monthly.html. 

License revocation rates in the Right to Carry license states indicate trouble. 

The national average for license revocations is 0.2 percent. This means that two of every 
1,000 licenses are revoked for any reason. Many jurisdictions revoke licenses for acts 
that have nothing whatsoever to do with firearms, including the failure to pay parking 
tickets. The vast majority of revocations stem from acts that do not involve violence of 
any kind. The truth is that licensees are arguably the most law-abiding and responsible 
segment of American society. 

Licensee "offender lists" promoted by opponents show that violence is prevalent 
among licensees. 

When citizens are forced to use a firearm to defend themselves in public, they wil l 
virtually always be arrested until an investigation into the facts is conducted by the 
police. The greatest flaw with these "lists" is that they all dishonestly include arrests 
without regard to whether the licensee was later convicted of a crime. Other flaws that 
artificially grow the numbers include when the crime in question did not involve a gun, or 
did not involve a gun that the license allowed to be carried, or did not take place in 
circumstances in which a license was required to possess the gun, or was committed by a 
former license holder. Once all of these factors are accounted for, the anti-gun groups' 
lists shrivel from short to exceptionally short. I f the lists had any value, it would be to 
underscore that license holders are statistically far more law-abiding than the rest of the 
public. One must remember that there are nearly seven million active license holders in 
the country. 


